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Praise for Yangsi

“An Astonishing Documentary”

-- Spirituality and Practice

“A Brilliant Character Sketch”

--BlouinARTINFO

“Original, authentic, and inspiring. I’m grateful to have seen it.”

--- Lawrenece Shainberg, Author of Ambivalent Zen

“Yangsi... will convince you that there are completely good people 
in the world and that it is a rare pleasure and inspiration to watch 

a documentary about them.”

 - Jeffery Paine, author of Father India and Re-enchantment
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Synopsis

Recognized as the reincarnation (‘yangsi’) of one of the most revered Ti-
betan Masters of the 20th century, Ugyen Tenzin Jigme Lhundrup must 
train to perpetuate this legacy, ultimately assuming his responsibilities at 
age 18. YANGSI follows this unfolding story over fourteen years, bring-
ing to light with unusual intimacy the experience of being “recognized”, 
both on the part of the young child, and for his family, his teachers, and 
his future disciples. A narration by the Yangsi himself adds poignant 
candor to this question, as he gives voice to his doubts and concerns, 
as well as his determination and conviction.

The film begins with a Yangsi at age four as he prepares to leave his 
family and enter the care of his predecessor’s regent (and grandson), 
Shechen Rabjam Rinpoche. We hear his father and mother express 
their sadness at the child’s departure along with their conviction that this 
is the right path ahead. This portion of the film includes a dramatic en-
thronement ceremony of the young child before thousands of devotees 
and patrons from the many lineages of Tibetan Buddhism, as well as a sensational outpour-
ing of support from the lay population, both Tibetan and Western.

How the Yangsi will be trained becomes the central question of the film’s middle section. 
His teachers seek to guide his development between traditional and modern influences. He 
plays basketball and watches TV alongside a demanding regime of memorization, debate 

and ritual training. Throughout, we watch his unique 
relationship unfold with Shechen Rabjam Rinpoche, 
his spiritual mentor, parent-figure, and friend. On 
his part, Rabjam Rinpoche feels great devotion to 
this young boy who is, in no uncertain terms for 
Rabjam Rinpoche, the reincarnation of his grandfa-
ther, Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche.

As the Yangsi matures, we watch him grapple 
with the notion that, according to Tibetan Buddhist 
belief, he is a reincarnation of such a powerful and 
respected master. During a world tour, he wonders 
aloud during a youth audience why his teachers 

chose this “weird young boy” for the role. Yet in everyday events we witness him chart 
a course through his challenges, one that leads him to a genuine discovery of what this 
unique inheritance means to him. 

Short interviews with eminent Buddhist teachers, such as Dzongsar Khyentse and Matthieu 
Ricard, explore facets of the “reincarnation” issue, from traditional beliefs to an honest ques-
tioning of spirituality in the modern age. Filmed in large part in Himalayan Kingdom of Bhu-
tan, over a period of 14 years, YANGSI tells a unique coming of age story as it explores the 
doubts and hesitations along with the unusual strength of character of the “Yangsi”.

Quick Click
Resources

Yangsi Trailer

Interview with 
Director
Mark Elliott

Khyentse Yangsi 
on Yangsi

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D_IvQmU4zOhY
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4Ht0-WwLwmA
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4Ht0-WwLwmA
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4Ht0-WwLwmA
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DA9hK1GwRJSs
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DA9hK1GwRJSs
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Dilgo Khyentse Yangsi Rinpoche

Khyentse Yangsi Rinpoche was born in Nepal on June 30,1993. His predecessor, Dilgo 
Khyentse Rinpoche, a much-loved and highly-respected meditation master from Tibet, who 
escaped the Chinese occupation and settled in Bhutan and Nepal, passed away a few years 
before. Soon after, Trulshik Rinpoche, his most senior and accomplished disciple, sought 
to find his incarnation. Trulshik Rinpoche had numerous dreams and visions that clearly 
indicated the identity of the incarnation. In this traditional way, perhaps obscure and alien to 
modern viewers—or perhaps mystical and familiar—Khyentse Yangsi Rinpoche’s life began 
as the recognized reincarnation of a great Tibetan Lama. 

Currently he is continuing his traditional education at a Shedra, or College of Philosophy, in 
Bhutan and Nepal, as well as assuming many of the responsibilities of his predecessor. He 
prefers to see this training through, rather than begin to teach and travel. He often express-
es a concern about the dissatisfaction he perceives in the modern lifestyle. Yet he’s also 
curious about life outside the Kingdom of Bhutan and Nepal, and perhaps with these twin 
characteristics, will venture in the future beyond a traditional context in order to teach and 
uphold his lineage.

Director Mark Elliott and YANGSI

“Ultimately YANGSI was a real affirmation of the goodness of human nature and how it can 
be made manifest.”

Mark Elliott has been making Buddhist films for over 30 years. YANGSI culminates this 
effort and is his most accessible and far-reaching work to date. Mark’s interest in his subject 
matter is personal; he is a Buddhist practitioner. Yet as a filmmaker, he seeks to identify the 
universal human elements within his subject’s spiritual surrounding, in this case, the Yang-
si’s unique circumstances as a reincarnated lama. 

To accomplish this aim, Mark’s chosen mode by which to tell the story is cinema verité: we 
watch a progression of sequences that span Yangsi’s life from age four to eighteen. Yet, the 
diegetic framework established by Mr. Elliott’s editorial choices, and a first-person narration 
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by the Yangsi himself, creates the true semantic building blocks of the film. Through these 
Mark skillfully frames the Yangsi’s doubts and questions, trials and foibles, against his role 
as a spiritual leader of a particular tradition and the training this role involves. Put another 
way, the aspects of the Yangsi’s life that any viewer would find familiar, relevant and honest-
ly human, contrast with his training and the responsibilities and expectations of his formal 
title. Because the Yangsi is understood as a reincarnation, and therefore to have an ad-
vanced propensity for the spiritual, for compassion, insight and awakening —  the potentiali-
ty of human life — to witness the other side of the coin in parallel (his doubts and questions) 
addresses the central tension of the film’s subject matter: how to be spiritual in a mundane 
context? And to what degree is the mundane the platform for transcendence? 

This question might be said to be at the crux of spiritual films, if they are to be relevant to a 
broader modern audience than simply the devoted or affiliated. In that light, YANGSI can be 
considered Mark’s most significant work as a filmmaker. In it he effectively bridges the gap 
between the spiritual and the mundane in an unassuming and endearing manner.

Director’s Statement

YANGSI is the most personal film I have 
made. It follows the path of a four-year old 
boy, the incarnation of one of the most re-
vered Tibetan Lamas of the twentieth century, 
from early childhood until he reaches maturi-
ty. The lama, Dilgo Khyenste Rinpoche was 
the teacher of my teacher, and the boy an 
enchanting little being with whom I made an 
immediate connection when I first met him at 
the age of four. He is called the “Yangsi”, the 
one who has come again into existence. 
 
One of my first thoughts was, this young boy had a lot to live up to. His previous incarnation 
was known to millions as a great saint. How does he does he deal with the expectations 
placed upon him? In addition, his circumstances are so different from his previous life as a 
“yogi”, or practitioner of natural, relaxed awareness and awakening, who spent more than 
twenty years in retreat in mountain solitude in Tibet. 

How will the Yangsi relate, then, with the modern world? How does he face the challenge 
of preserving his ancient lineage and making it relevant? At the age of four he already finds 
himself in the spotlight as fifteen thousand people attend his enthronement in Boudhanath, 
Nepal. 
 
Originally I had planned to film just this enthronement. But then it occurred to me that it 
would be very worthwhile to keep filming him over the years to see how he grew up, and 
how he met these challenges. So I returned every few years to capture various chapters in 
his development. Much of YANGSI was filmed in Bhutan, where he receives his training in 
this beautiful and isolated mountain kingdom. 
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Making this film has been a wonderfully satisfying journey. The complete friendliness and 
openness with which I was treated by the Yangsi, his teachers and attendants, as well as 
his birth family, was quite stunning. Now nineteen years old, the Yangsi has fully come into 
his inheritance, showing a wisdom and maturity far beyond his years. It has been a privilege 
to get to know him, and to share my experience of him in this film.

Production Notes

YANGSI follows the life story of Yangsi Khyentse Rinpoche, the reincarnation of a highly 
revered Tibetan Lama from his early childhood to the time he reaches his maturity. Film-
maker Mark Elliott began filming in Kathmandu, Nepal, in 1997 when the young child was 
enthroned. He continued filming in the kingdom of Bhutan in 2000, and returned to the 

Himalayan region five more times to 
capture distinct phases of the incar-
nation’s development, from the age 
of four to the age of seventeen when 
he embarked on a “coming-of-age” 
world tour.

YANGSI was financed privately up 
to the time when Mark was invited 
by Babeth Vanloo to partner with the 
Dutch Buddhist Television Channel to 
collaborate in order to finish the film. 

Babeth came on board as a co-producer and joined Mark for much of the filming of a tour 
through Europe and North America that features prominently in the later section of the film, 
marking the culmination of the Yangsi’s primary training.

While the structure of the film was quite clear, following the Yangsi’s upbringing and emer-
gence into the world, there remained the question of how to tell the story narratively. For this 
purpose Mark and Tatjiana Meyerowitz returned to Bhutan in 2011 to conduct hours of inter-
views with the Yangsi. These interviews formed a first person, autobiographical narrative for 
the film.

YANGSI contains interviews with numerous important figures in the world of Tibetan Bud-
dhism, including, HH Dalai Lama, Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche, Dilgo Khyentse Yangsi 
Rinpoche, Dzigar Kongtrul Rinpoche, Jigme Khyentse Rinpoche, Rabjam Rinpoche, and 
author, Matthieu Ricard.



CRESTONE FILMS PO Box 157  Crestone, CO  81131  719. 695. 0356  info@crestonefilms.com
www. crestonefilms.com      www.yangsithemovie.com

7

The Filmmakers

Mark Elliott 
Cinematographer/DP, Director, Producer

  
Mark Elliott has been making documentary films since the early 1970’s, when he walked into 
Dharamsala, India, with a primitive video camera and made a film on Tibetans in exile at the 
invitation of the Dalai Lama. His films include “The Lion’s Roar”, the acclaimed portrait of the 
Sixteenth Karmapa; “Concert in the Sky” featuring the high wire walker Philippe Petit; “Crow 
Dog’s Paradise” with the Lakota medicine men Henry and Leonard Crow Dog; and “Eros, 
Love and Lies” with R.D. Laing. His films have been shown on television internationally, and 
in the US through outlets such as The Discovery Channel, Landmark Theaters and PBS Net-
work. He is currently releasing BODHISATTVA alongside YANGSI, a documentary about the 
17th Karmapa and his first trip to the United States, which can be considered the successor to 
Mr. Elliott’s THE LION’S ROAR, now considered a spiritual classic.

Babeth VanLoo
Executive Producer

 
Babeth M. Vanloo is a highly accomplished film and television director, producer, and me-
dia artist based in Amsterdam. With her production company Film Art Amsterdam, she has 
produced over 50 TV programs and directed numerous documentaries, including BHU-
TAN: WOMEN OF THE DRAGON KINGDOM, BHUTAN: GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS, 
NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE, COMING HOME: THE CREMATION OF KHANDRO LLHA-
MO, WOMEN AND BUDDHA POTENTIAL, THE DEVOTION OF MATTHIEU RICARD, and  
MEREDITH MONK – INNER VOICE. Her projects, which mainly focus on art, social engage-
ment, and spirituality, have been broadcast on television stations worldwide, including PBS 
in the USA, NHK in Japan, WDR in Germany, Antenne 2 in France, and VPRO, IKON, EO, 
and BOS in the Netherlands. Since 2000, she has served as the Programming Director of the 
Buddhist Broadcasting Foundation (BOS), the first Buddhist TV station in the Western world 
that is part of the Public Broadcasting System for producing and broadcasting documentaries.

Chuck and Theano Lamb
Original Music

Chuck Lamb, pianist and composer, co-founded the group Dry Jack with which he released 
two internationally acclaimed albums that were cited in ‘Rolling Stone History of Music.”  For 
the past decade Chuck has been the pianist and composer for the Brubeck Brothers Quartet. 
Chuck and Theanos’ music has received accolades from publications including Downbeat, 
The New York Times, The LA Times and Billboard.

Sasha Dorje Meyerowitz
Associate Producer

Sasha Dorje Meyerowitz assisted in the release of MILAREPA: MAGICIAN, MURDERER, 
SAINT. He brings his experience of film distribution to a broad spiritual audience to the re-
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lease of YANGSI. Sasha was a cinematographer previously in New York City and Denver, 
and now runs a small design and marketing firm, Creative Maneuver, with his wife, artist and 
designer, Tatjana Krizmanic.

Credits

Director/Producer/Camera Mark Elliott

Editors Catherine Hollander,
 Douglas Beechwood

Co-Producer Babeth Vanloo

Associate Producers Vivian Kurz, Sasha Dorje Meyerowitz

Music Composition Chuck and Theano Lamb

Production Manager David Elliott

Web Development Creative Maneuver

A co-production of Crestone Films, Shechen, Buddhist 
Broadcast Foundation

Technical Information

HD 1080i 16x9 aspect ratio. 
Dolby Stereo.
Run Time: 82 min.

Contact
Press - Sasha Dorje Meyerowitz 303.817.5529 / sasha@crestonefilms.com
Distribution - David Elliott 303.842.5472 / david@crestonefilms.com
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